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2010 Incoming Freshman Survey 

The 2010 Incoming Freshman Survey was administered via the web in the summer of 2010 to all 
incoming first year students. 982 students responded to the survey, yielding an overall response 
rate of 92%. The survey asked students about their time in high school, confidence in their 
current skills and abilities, expectations for college and freshman year, learning styles, 
perceptions of MIT priorities, expectations for their major, background information, and concern 
about finances. The results of the 2010 survey are strikingly similar to those of 2008, 
demonstrating very little variation in the self-reported characteristics of incoming MIT freshmen 
from year to year. Below are some of the major findings of the 2010 report. 
 
Time Spent in High School 

 During their last year of high school, students spent most of their time outside of school 
working on homework (an average of 15 hours a week) and participating in organized 
activities (an average of 12 hours a week).  They spent the least amount of time 
volunteering (3 hours a week) and working for pay (2 hours a week).   

 Female students spent more time on average working on homework than male students, 
while male students spent more time on average engaging in self-directed projects and 
relaxing or socializing.  

 In a typical week students slept an average of six-and-a-half hours a night.   
 Most students have led a club or some other organization (85%), participated in a science 

or engineering competition (67%) or designed or built a structure (59%). 
 Two-thirds of students had occasionally been overwhelmed by all they had to do, while 

14% never felt overwhelmed and 6% felt overwhelmed very often.   
 On average, incoming freshmen reported having four close friends.   

Confidence in Skills and Abilities 

 86% of students agreed or strongly agreed that they were confident of their ability to 
succeed academically at MIT.   

 90% of students agreed or strongly agreed that they were confident of their ability to get 
along socially at MIT.  

 
The survey asked students to rate their confidence on a wide range of skills and abilities. The 
11- point scale ranged from “Not at all confident (0%)” to “Completely confident (100%).” 
 Students reported being 75% confident or more on 21 of the 28 skills and abilities. 
 Students were most confident in their ability to function effectively as a member of a 

team, function independently without supervision, and think analytically and logically 
(mean of 84% or above).  

 Students reported lowest confidence in their ability to read or speak a foreign language 
and placing current problems in historical/cultural/philosophical perspective.  

 Females and males indicated high levels of confidence in most areas. However, females 
tended to be more confident than males in their ability to appreciate art and read or speak 
a foreign language. Males tended to be more confident than females in their ability to 
formulate/create original ideas and use quantitative tools. 
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Time in College 

 23% of students anticipated spending 30 or more hours a week working on homework. 
 Students anticipated spending an average of 10 more hours a week doing homework in 

college than in high school. 
 Students anticipated spending more time working for pay (+7 hours) and less time 

participating in organized activities (-2 hours). 
 Similar to high school, women anticipated spending more time on homework than men 

and men anticipated spending more time on self-directed projects and relaxing or 
socializing than women.  

 

Expectations about the First Year in College 

 The three statements that students agreed most with were that they will be challenged 
intellectually, that classes at MIT will teach them how to be a good problem-solver, and 
that they will collaborate with and learn from other students.  They agreed least with 
participating in an educational or public service experience outside the U.S., being able to 
maintain a balance between academic work and other aspects of their life, and reading 
material not assigned for class.  

 Women were more likely than men to want to participate in an educational or public 
service experience outside the U.S.  

 Most students expected to never or only occasionally participate in a music activity 
(75%), participate in art (81%) or write a poem, story, or other creative writing for a class 
(84%). 
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Learning Styles 

 84% of students were very likely or likely to periodically check the assignment 
requirements to make sure they were meeting them.   

 80% of students were very likely or likely to notice connections between the reading and 
other things they have learned in the past. 

 76% of students were very likely or likely to change the way they study after receiving a 
bad grade in order to do better on the next assignment.  

 

Perceptions of MIT Priorities 

 Students felt that MIT most strongly emphasizes faculty research, a commitment to 
intellectual freedom and skills valuable in the workforce.   

 Students felt that MIT least strongly emphasizes non-need (merit) aid, intercollegiate 
athletics and a broad liberal arts education.  
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A broad liberal arts education
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Quality of residential life
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Skills valuable in the workforce

A commitment to intellectual freedom

Faculty research

Perceived  emphasis MIT currently places on each of the following: 

Mean: 1=Very little/none, 3=Moderate, 5=A great deal'Don't know' counted as missing
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Expectations for Major 

 20% of students indicated an interest in majoring in EECS, followed by Mechanical 
Engineering (12%), Mathematics (9%) and Physics (8%).  

 39% of students were confident or very confident in their choice of major. 14% of 
students were not at all confident or didn’t know enough yet. 

 53% of students anticipated going on to a Ph.D at MIT or elsewhere. Only 2% of students 
said a bachelor’s degree would be their highest academic degree. 

 

 

Background Information  

 53% of students are male; 47% are female. 
 93% of students identify as heterosexual. 
 75% of students are native English speakers. 
 Just over half of the students attended mostly or completely white high schools (54%); 

6% attended completely non-white high schools.  
 63% lived in mostly or completely white neighborhoods, while 10% lived in completely 

non-white neighborhoods.  
 49% of students identify with a Christian background.  30% identify with no religious 

background, 8% Jewish, 5% Hindu, 4% Buddhist, 2% Muslim and 2% other.  
 Most students’ parents are highly educated – 43% of mothers and 58% of fathers have 

graduate or professional degrees. 
 

 

Financial Concerns 

 78% of students applied for financial aid from MIT. 
 10% of students were not sure that they would have enough funds to complete college. 
 7% of students strongly agreed that they would be seriously burdened by loan payments 

when they graduate.  
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N%
Yes
No
Overall

Answered Survey

1073100.0%
918.5%

98291.5%

NPercentile 75MedianPercentile 25Mean
Working on scheduled 
courses outside of 
class or lab (i.e., 
homework)
Working for pay
Volunteer work
Participating in 
organized activities (e.
g., arts, clubs, athletics, 
religious activities)
Engaging in self-
directed projects or 
activities (e.g., 
programming, tinkering, 
hobbies)
Relaxing and 
socializing (watching 
TV, partying, etc.)

96513.07.57.511.2

9627.57.53.07.5

96318.013.07.512.3
9603.03.01.03.1
9653.0.0.02.1

96823.013.07.515.0

During your last year of high school, about how many hours did you spend in a 
typical 7-day week doing each of the following?

Figures based on midpoints of categories (e.g., less than 2 hours = 1 hour; 2-4 hours = 3 hours; 
more than 40 hours = 41 hours).
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Working on scheduled courses outside of class or lab (i.e., 
homework)

Participating in organized activities (e.g., arts, clubs, athletics, 
religious activities)

Relaxing and socializing (watching TV, partying, etc.)

Engaging in self-directed projects or activities (e.g., 
programming, tinkering, hobbies)

Volunteer work

Working for pay

Mean number of hours per week
151050

Time Spent in High School
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N%
1 hour
2 hours
3 hours
4 hours
5 hours
6 hours
7 hours
8 hours
9 hours
10 hours
11 hours
12 hours or more
Overall

During a typical week in 
high school, how many 
hours of sleep did you 
get, on average, each 
night?

975100.0%
1.1%
0.0%
5.5%

313.2%
15716.1%
31031.8%
30231.0%
13413.7%

323.3%
3.3%
0.0%
0.0%

NNoYes
Design or build a structure in wood, metal, stone or other 
materials?
Design or build an assembly of moving mechanical parts?
Design or build an electrical circuit?
Develop a working computer program? 96950.1%49.9%

97247.2%52.8%
97159.0%41.0%

97240.8%59.2%
Did you participate or engage in any of the following activities?Did you participate or engage in any of the following activities?

We are interested in learning about some of the experiences (both in and out of school) that you 
had before coming to MIT. 

NPercentile 75MedianPercentile 25Mean
How many times did you work alone?
How many times did you work as part of a team? 9036.03.01.03.1

9016.02.0.02.9
If you add up the number of times you engaged in the experiences above...If you add up the number of times you engaged in the experiences above...

NNoYes
Participate in a science or engineering competition?
Participate in a formal debate on a local, national, or 
international issue?
Lead a club, or some other organization?
Make, create or invent something to sell in order to earn 
money?
Start your own business? 96591.5%8.5%

96682.7%17.3%
96614.8%85.2%

96673.3%26.7%
96632.6%67.4%

Did you do any of the following before coming to MIT?Did you do any of the following before coming to MIT?

NVery OftenOftenOccasionallyNever
During the past school 
year, have you ever felt 
overwhelmed by all you 
had to do?

9705.8%13.6%66.6%14.0%
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N%
0 (none)
1
2
3
4
5
6
7 or more
Overall

How many close friends 
do you have (meaning 
people that you feel at 
ease with, can talk to 
about private matters, 
and can call on for 
help)?

970100.0%
22923.6%

586.0%
13513.9%
16416.9%
20220.8%
13614.0%

313.2%
151.5%

N
Strongly 
agreeAgreeDisagree

Strongly 
disagree

On the whole I am 
satisfied with myself.
At times I think that I 
am no good at all.
I feel that I have a 
number of good 
qualities.
I am able to do things 
as well as most other 
people.
I feel I do not have 
much to be proud of.
I certainly feel useless 
at times.
I feel that I am a person 
of worth, at least the 
equal of others.
I wish I could have 
more respect for 
myself.
All in all, I am inclined 
to feel that I am a 
failure.
I take a positive attitude 
toward myself.

96636.0%54.3%8.8%.8%

967.6%4.1%35.0%60.3%

9656.1%26.5%43.7%23.6%

96344.2%53.4%2.3%.1%

9624.4%32.7%36.4%26.5%

965.9%7.5%47.0%44.6%

96535.2%59.2%4.9%.7%

96643.9%54.7%1.2%.2%

9654.5%29.3%38.4%27.8%

96841.4%49.5%7.5%1.5%

Please indicate the extent to which you agree or disagree with the following 
statements:

MIT Office of the Provost  |  Institutional Research |  10/22/10  | Page 4



2010 MIT Incoming Freshman Survey | Overall Results

NPercentile 75MedianPercentile 25Mean
(A) Write effectively
(A) Communicate well 
orally
(A) Acquire new skills 
and knowledge on my 
own
(A) Think analytically 
and logically
(A) Formulate/create 
original ideas and 
solutions
(A) Evaluate and 
choose between 
alternative courses of 
action
(A) Lead and supervise 
tasks and groups of 
people
(A) Relate well to 
people of different 
races
(A) Relate well to 
people of different 
nations and religions
(A) Function effectively 
as a member of a team
(A) Use quantitative 
tools (e.g., statistics, 
graphs)
(A) Place current 
problems in 
historical/cultural/philos
ophical perspective
(A) Identify moral and 
ethical issues
(A) Understand myself: 
abilities, interests, 
limitations, personality
(A) Function 
independently, without 
supervision
(A) Gain in-depth 
knowledge of a field
(A) Plan and execute 
complex projects
(A) Read or speak a 
foreign language
(A) Appreciate art, 
literature, music, drama

47490806074.0

47290704063.9

47490807077.1

47390807082.3

474100908085.0

47490807080.8

47290807077.8

47480706069.7

47490807082.6

475100908085.9

475100907082.2

476100908083.4

47690806075.1

47690807076.8

47690807075.9

47590908084.3

47390807081.1

47790806071.5
47780806071.5

The list below contains some abilities and types of knowledge that may be 
developed in a bachelor's degree program. How confident are you in your current 
ability to do the following?

Numbers represent percent confidence in skill or ability (e.g., 70 = 70% confidence).
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NPercentile 75MedianPercentile 25Mean
(A) Develop an 
awareness of social 
problems
(A) Resolve 
interpersonal conflicts 
positively
(A) Synthesize and 
integrate ideas and 
information
(A) Understand the 
process of science and 
experimentation
(A) Evaluate the role of 
science and technology 
in society
(A) Make new friends 
easily
(A) Identify appropriate 
sources and cite them 
properly in your work
(A) Use appropriate 
evidence to support an 
argument
(A) Deal with 
complexities and 
ambiguity in interpreting 
culture, science, and art

47480806072.4

47490807079.9

47690807077.2

47690806073.8

47390807080.6

47690858083.4

47690807080.2

47690807075.5

47490807076.5

The list below contains some abilities and types of knowledge that may be 
developed in a bachelor's degree program. How confident are you in your current 
ability to do the following?(cont.)

Numbers represent percent confidence in skill or ability (e.g., 70 = 70% confidence).
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(A) Function effectively as a member of a team

(A) Function independently, without supervision

(A) Think analytically and logically

(A) Understand the process of science and experimentation

(A) Relate well to people of different races

(A) Use quantitative tools (e.g., statistics, graphs)

(A) Gain in-depth knowledge of a field

(A) Relate well to people of different nations and religions

(A) Acquire new skills and knowledge on my own

(A) Evaluate the role of science and technology in society

(A) Understand myself: abilities, interests, limitations, personality

(A) Synthesize and integrate ideas and information

(A) Use appropriate evidence to support an argument

(A) Identify moral and ethical issues

(A) Plan and execute complex projects

(A) Evaluate and choose between alternative courses of action

(A) Identify appropriate sources and cite them properly in your 
work

(A) Develop an awareness of social problems

(A) Formulate/create original ideas and solutions

(A) Resolve interpersonal conflicts positively

(A) Lead and supervise tasks and groups of people

(A) Make new friends easily

(A) Appreciate art, literature, music, drama

(A) Deal with complexities and ambiguity in interpreting culture, 
science, and art

(A) Communicate well orally

(A) Write effectively

(A) Place current problems in historical/cultural/philosophical 
perspective

(A) Read or speak a foreign language

Mean Confidence (0=0%, 50=50%, 100=100%)
100806040200

Confidence in Current Ability
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N
Very high 

abilityHigh ability
Moderate 

abilityLow ability
Very low 
abilityNo ability

(B) Write effectively
(B) Communicate well 
orally
(B) Acquire new skills 
and knowledge on my 
own
(B) Think analytically 
and logically
(B) Formulate/create 
original ideas and 
solutions
(B) Evaluate and 
choose between 
alternative courses of 
action
(B) Lead and supervise 
tasks and groups of 
people
(B) Relate well to 
people of different 
races
(B) Relate well to 
people of different 
nations and religions
(B) Function effectively 
as a member of a team
(B) Use quantitative 
tools (e.g., statistics, 
graphs)
(B) Place current 
problems in 
historical/cultural/philos
ophical perspective
(B) Identify moral and 
ethical issues
(B) Understand myself: 
abilities, interests, 
limitations, personality
(B) Function 
independently, without 
supervision
(B) Gain in-depth 
knowledge of a field
(B) Plan and execute 
complex projects
(B) Read or speak a 
foreign language
(B) Appreciate art, 
literature, music, drama
(B) Develop an 
awareness of social 
problems
(B) Resolve 
interpersonal conflicts 
positively
(B) Synthesize and 
integrate ideas and 
information
(B) Understand the 
process of science and 
experimentation
(B) Evaluate the role of 
science and technology 
in society

23623.3%45.8%26.7%3.8%.4%.0%

23631.8%50.8%15.7%1.7%.0%.0%

23517.4%52.8%28.5%.9%.4%.0%

23611.0%39.4%41.1%6.4%2.1%.0%

23720.3%35.4%35.0%8.4%.8%.0%

23522.1%28.5%32.3%13.6%2.6%.9%

23716.9%24.1%34.6%14.8%8.4%1.3%

23423.1%37.2%31.6%7.3%.9%.0%

23627.1%48.7%21.2%2.5%.4%.0%

23746.0%38.0%13.9%2.1%.0%.0%

23623.7%44.1%25.8%5.5%.8%.0%

23520.9%43.0%29.8%6.0%.4%.0%

23415.4%33.3%38.5%11.1%1.7%.0%

23526.8%50.2%21.7%1.3%.0%.0%

23430.8%47.9%19.2%2.1%.0%.0%

23630.9%38.6%25.8%4.2%.4%.0%

23633.1%37.3%27.1%2.1%.4%.0%

23423.9%35.5%34.2%6.0%.4%.0%

23621.6%50.0%22.9%3.8%1.7%.0%

23621.6%45.8%27.5%5.1%.0%.0%

23740.9%44.7%13.9%.4%.0%.0%

23734.2%45.6%18.6%1.7%.0%.0%

23711.4%37.1%42.2%8.4%.8%.0%
23713.5%43.0%37.6%4.2%1.3%.4%

The list below contains some abilities and types of knowledge that may be developed in a bachelor's degree 
program. Please rate your current ability to do the following.
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N
Very high 

abilityHigh ability
Moderate 

abilityLow ability
Very low 
abilityNo ability

(B) Make new friends 
easily
(B) Identify appropriate 
sources and cite them 
properly in your work
(B) Use appropriate 
evidence to support an 
argument
(B) Deal with 
complexities and 
ambiguity in interpreting 
culture, science, and art

23411.5%38.0%41.0%8.5%.9%.0%

23418.4%48.7%30.3%2.6%.0%.0%

23519.6%38.7%31.5%8.5%1.7%.0%

23621.2%29.7%34.3%12.3%2.1%.4%

The list below contains some abilities and types of knowledge that may be developed in a bachelor's degree 
program. Please rate your current ability to do the following.(cont.)
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(B) Function independently, without supervision

(B) Think analytically and logically

(B) Acquire new skills and knowledge on my own

(B) Understand the process of science and experimentation

(B) Function effectively as a member of a team

(B) Use quantitative tools (e.g., statistics, graphs)

(B) Relate well to people of different races

(B) Gain in-depth knowledge of a field

(B) Relate well to people of different nations and religions

(B) Evaluate the role of science and technology in society

(B) Evaluate and choose between alternative courses of action

(B) Synthesize and integrate ideas and information

(B) Understand myself: abilities, interests, limitations, personality

(B) Formulate/create original ideas and solutions

(B) Use appropriate evidence to support an argument

(B) Identify moral and ethical issues

(B) Lead and supervise tasks and groups of people

(B) Plan and execute complex projects
(B) Identify appropriate sources and cite them properly in your 

work
(B) Develop an awareness of social problems

(B) Write effectively

(B) Make new friends easily

(B) Appreciate art, literature, music, drama
(B) Deal with complexities and ambiguity in interpreting culture, 

science, and art

(B) Resolve interpersonal conflicts positively

(B) Communicate well orally

(B) Place current problems in historical/cultural/philosophical 
perspective

(B) Read or speak a foreign language

Mean: 1=No ability, 2=Very low ability, 3=Low 
ability, 4=Moderate ability, 5=High ability; 

6=Very high ability

654321

Ratings of Current Ability
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NVery wellQuite wellSomewhatPoorly
(C) Write effectively
(C) Communicate well 
orally
(C) Acquire new skills 
and knowledge on my 
own
(C) Think analytically 
and logically
(C) Formulate/create 
original ideas and 
solutions
(C) Evaluate and 
choose between 
alternative courses of 
action
(C) Lead and supervise 
tasks and groups of 
people
(C) Relate well to 
people of different 
races
(C) Relate well to 
people of different 
nations and religions
(C) Function effectively 
as a member of a team
(C) Use quantitative 
tools (e.g., statistics, 
graphs)
(C) Place current 
problems in 
historical/cultural/philos
ophical perspective
(C) Identify moral and 
ethical issues
(C) Understand myself: 
abilities, interests, 
limitations, personality
(C) Function 
independently, without 
supervision
(C) Gain in-depth 
knowledge of a field
(C) Plan and execute 
complex projects
(C) Read or speak a 
foreign language
(C) Appreciate art, 
literature, music, drama

24234.7%32.2%28.5%4.5%

24226.0%20.2%36.8%16.9%

24122.4%53.1%22.8%1.7%

24046.7%43.8%9.6%.0%

24245.5%47.9%6.2%.4%

24238.4%47.5%13.2%.8%

24232.6%48.8%17.8%.8%

24217.8%42.1%34.7%5.4%

24238.0%47.9%13.6%.4%

24157.3%36.1%6.2%.4%

24146.5%37.3%14.9%1.2%

24152.7%35.3%10.4%1.7%

24231.4%40.1%26.4%2.1%

24231.0%48.8%19.8%.4%

24132.0%44.8%22.0%1.2%

24249.2%41.7%9.1%.0%

24246.7%43.0%9.5%.8%

24228.9%39.3%28.1%3.7%
24226.4%40.9%28.5%4.1%

The list below contains some abilities and types of knowledge that may be 
developed in a bachelor's degree program. How well prepared do you feel you 
are to do the following while you are at MIT?
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NVery wellQuite wellSomewhatPoorly
(C) Develop an 
awareness of social 
problems
(C) Resolve 
interpersonal conflicts 
positively
(C) Synthesize and 
integrate ideas and 
information
(C) Understand the 
process of science and 
experimentation
(C) Evaluate the role of 
science and technology 
in society
(C) Make new friends 
easily
(C) Identify appropriate 
sources and cite them 
properly in your work
(C) Use appropriate 
evidence to support an 
argument
(C) Deal with 
complexities and 
ambiguity in interpreting 
culture, science, and art

24019.2%38.8%36.7%5.4%

24038.3%42.9%18.3%.4%

24137.3%38.6%22.4%1.7%

24035.4%39.2%23.8%1.7%

24035.4%47.9%16.7%.0%

23942.7%50.2%7.1%.0%

24031.3%57.9%10.8%.0%

24126.1%56.4%17.0%.4%

24129.5%46.5%22.8%1.2%

The list below contains some abilities and types of knowledge that may be 
developed in a bachelor's degree program. How well prepared do you feel you 
are to do the following while you are at MIT?(cont.)
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(C) Function effectively as a member of a team

(C) Think analytically and logically

(C) Relate well to people of different races

(C) Function independently, without supervision

(C) Gain in-depth knowledge of a field

(C) Understand the process of science and experimentation

(C) Acquire new skills and knowledge on my own

(C) Relate well to people of different nations and religions

(C) Use quantitative tools (e.g., statistics, graphs)

(C) Understand myself: abilities, interests, limitations, personality

(C) Synthesize and integrate ideas and information

(C) Evaluate the role of science and technology in society

(C) Use appropriate evidence to support an argument

(C) Identify moral and ethical issues

(C) Identify appropriate sources and cite them properly in your 
work

(C) Evaluate and choose between alternative courses of action

(C) Make new friends easily

(C) Resolve interpersonal conflicts positively

(C) Formulate/create original ideas and solutions

(C) Develop an awareness of social problems

(C) Lead and supervise tasks and groups of people

(C) Plan and execute complex projects

(C) Appreciate art, literature, music, drama

(C) Communicate well orally

(C) Write effectively

(C) Place current problems in historical/cultural/philosophical 
perspective

(C) Deal with complexities and ambiguity in interpreting culture, 
science, and art

(C) Read or speak a foreign language

Mean: 1=Poorly, 2=Somewhat, 3=Quite well, 4=Very 
well

3.53.02.52.01.51.0

Ratings of Preparedness
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NPercentile 75MedianPercentile 25Mean
Write a clear and 
precise description of 
an experiment's 
purpose, procedures, 
and results.
When giving a talk, 
understand when you 
need to stop and clarify 
an idea for your 
audience.
Write a two-page report 
summarizing a project 
and its outcome for a 
supervisor.
Convincingly talk about 
your most important 
work experiences in a 
job interview.
Write a letter explaining 
your career interests for 
a summer job 
application.
Use technical drawings 
or graphics to 
communicate key 
project ideas to a class.
Write a persuasive 
analytic or interpretive 
essay.
Make an oral 
presentation tailored to 
fit audience interests.

91090706070.7

91090806072.5

90590806071.5

91390806072.7

91490806072.4

91490807075.1

91380706072.1

91590807076.4
COMMUNICATION COMMUNICATION 

How confident are you in your current ability to do the following?

Numbers represent percent confidence in skill or ability (e.g., 70 = 70% confidence).
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Write a clear and precise description of an experiment's 
purpose, procedures, and results.

Write a two-page report summarizing a project and its outcome 
for a supervisor.

Write a letter explaining your career interests for a summer job 
application.

Write a persuasive analytic or interpretive essay.

Convincingly talk about your most important work experiences in 
a job interview.

When giving a talk, understand when you need to stop and 
clarify an idea for your audience.

Use technical drawings or graphics to communicate key project 
ideas to a class.

Make an oral presentation tailored to fit audience interests.

Mean Confidence (0=0%, 50=50%, 100=100%)
806040200

Confidence in Current Ability: COMMUNICATION
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NPercentile 75MedianPercentile 25Mean
Give constructive criticism to a 
team member who is not 
performing well.
Accept criticism of your work 
without becoming defensive.
Continue working a very long time 
on a difficult task without any 
encouragement.
Resist making judgments about a 
complex situation until you are 
able to understand it.
Facilitate a team with strongly 
conflicting views so it can reach 
agreement on its next steps.
Help a team member lay out the 
logic behind a point of view so 
others can understand it.
Decide and take action even if 
some of the facts about the best 
choice are not clear.
Deliver on time all elements of a 
complex and difficult job you 
agreed to complete.
Make sure your team agrees on 
and follows a process for how you 
make decisions.

90590806074.3

90790807079.9

90980706072.4

91190807078.9

91080706070.5

91390806074.7

91390807078.5

91490807076.2

91390806072.7
TEAMWORK AND LEADERSHIPTEAMWORK AND LEADERSHIP

How confident are you in your current ability to do the following?

Numbers represent percent confidence in skill or ability (e.g., 70 = 70% confidence).
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Deliver on time all elements of a complex and difficult job you 
agreed to complete.

Help a team member lay out the logic behind a point of view so 
others can understand it.

Continue working a very long time on a difficult task without 
any encouragement.

Accept criticism of your work without becoming defensive.

Resist making judgments about a complex situation until you are 
able to understand it.

Make sure your team agrees on and follows a process for 
how you make decisions.

Give constructive criticism to a team member who is not 
performing well.

Decide and take action even if some of the facts about the best 
choice are not clear.

Facilitate a team with strongly conflicting views so it can reach 
agreement on its next steps.

Mean Confidence (0=0%, 50=50%, 100=100%)
806040200

Confidence in Current Ability: TEAMWORK AND LEADERSHIP
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NPercentile 75MedianPercentile 25Mean
Generate an idea or concept that seems 
completely new.
Design and build something new that 
performs very close to your design 
specifications.
Apply knowledge of math in solving technical 
problems.
Apply knowledge of science fundamentals in 
solving technical problems.
Understand exactly what is new and 
important in a groundbreaking scientific 
article.
Recognize and understand the key 
organizing principles (laws, methods, etc.) 
underlying a technical problem.
Quickly grasp the limits of a technology well 
enough to judge whether a project should 
use it.
Create an original work of art, literature, or 
music.

91180704061.2

90980706070.5

91090806073.2

91390806072.9

91390807078.4

91490807079.2

91380705066.2

91280705068.1
CREATIVE AND TECHNICAL ABILITIES CREATIVE AND TECHNICAL ABILITIES 

How confident are you in your current ability to do the following?

Numbers represent percent confidence in skill or ability (e.g., 70 = 70% confidence).
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Apply knowledge of math in solving technical problems.

Apply knowledge of science fundamentals in solving 
technical problems.

Recognize and understand the key organizing principles 
(laws, methods, etc.) underlying a technical problem.

Understand exactly what is new and important in a 
groundbreaking scientific article.

Quickly grasp the limits of a technology well enough to judge 
whether a project should use it.

Generate an idea or concept that seems completely new.

Design and build something new that performs very close to 
your design specifications.

Create an original work of art, literature, or music.

Mean Confidence (0=0%, 50=50%, 100=100%)
806040200

Confidence in Current Ability: CREATIVE AND TECHNICAL
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N
Strongly 
agreeAgreeDisagree

Strongly 
disagree

I am very confident of 
my ability to succeed 
academically at MIT
I am very confident 
about my ability to get 
along socially at MIT

92439.0%51.5%9.0%.5%

92424.7%60.2%13.7%1.4%

 Please indicate the extent to which you agree or disagree with the following 
statements:

Valid NPercentile 75MedianPercentile 25Mean
Working on scheduled 
courses outside of 
class or lab (i.e., 
homework)
Working for pay, 
including 
Undergraduate 
Research Opportunities 
Program (UROP)
Volunteer work
Participating in 
organized activities (e.
g., arts, clubs, athletics, 
religious activities)
Engaging in self-
directed projects or 
activities (e.g., 
programming, tinkering, 
hobbies)
Relaxing and 
socializing (online 
social networking, 
watching TV, partying, 
etc.)

91413.07.57.59.8

9127.53.03.06.3

91313.07.57.510.1
9013.03.01.03.0

91113.07.53.08.9

91328.023.018.024.9

During the coming school year, about how many hours do you think you will spend 
in a typical 7-day week doing each of the following?

Figures based on midpoints of categories (e.g., less than 2 hours = 1 hour; 2-4 hours = 3 hours; 
more than 40 hours = 41 hours).
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Working on scheduled courses outside of class or lab (i.e., 
homework)

Participating in organized activities (e.g., arts, clubs, athletics, 
religious activities)

Relaxing and socializing (online social networking, watching TV, 
partying, etc.)

Working for pay, including Undergraduate Research 
Opportunities Program (UROP)

Engaging in self-directed projects or activities (e.g., 
programming, tinkering, hobbies)

Volunteer work

Mean number of hours per week
2520151050

Expected time spent in college
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N
Strongly 

agree
Agree 

somewhat

Neither 
agree nor 
disagree

Disagree 
somewhat

Strongly 
disagree

My classes will be more 
exciting than my high 
school classes.
I will be challenged 
intellectually.
I will be able to study 
things I feel passionate 
about.
My classes will 
stimulate my interests 
in new areas.
I will participate actively 
in-class, including 
contributing to class 
discussions and asking 
questions.
Some of the subjects I 
study this year will be 
so interesting that I 
might do more than the 
required work.
I will have opportunities 
for hands-on activities 
(lab work, experiments, 
project-based 
experiences, etc).
I will be involved in a 
research project.
My classes at MIT will 
teach me how to be a 
good problem-solver.
What I will learn my first 
year will help me 
determine how I can 
use my skills to solve 
real world problems 
and issues.
My instructors will be 
exciting and engaging.
I will be able to talk to 
faculty outside of class 
about my interests.
Faculty will be 
encouraging and 
helpful.
I will collaborate with 
and learn from other 
students.
The connections I will 
form at MIT will make 
me feel that I belong to 
a close-knit community.
I will have an 
opportunity during the 
first year to explore 
different majors.

91250.2%36.4%10.2%2.9%.3%

91364.0%28.6%6.4%1.0%.1%

91377.2%21.1%1.2%.3%.1%

91143.7%43.8%11.7%.7%.1%

91042.9%43.2%12.2%1.8%.0%

91343.7%43.2%12.3%.7%.2%

91454.5%36.2%6.9%2.2%.2%

91677.8%19.5%2.4%.2%.0%

91944.2%34.8%18.7%1.8%.4%

91867.1%29.4%2.9%.4%.1%

91640.4%38.6%16.4%3.9%.7%

91944.4%39.6%13.3%2.4%.3%

91870.4%25.2%3.8%.4%.2%

91971.5%24.5%3.0%.8%.2%

92094.0%5.5%.2%.1%.1%

92167.9%27.0%3.8%1.1%.2%

The statements below reflect a variety of expectations about the first year of college. Thinking about the 
coming academic year, please indicate the extent to which you agree or disagree with these statements.
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N
Strongly 

agree
Agree 

somewhat

Neither 
agree nor 
disagree

Disagree 
somewhat

Strongly 
disagree

The first year will give 
me good preparation 
for the academic work 
of sophomore year.
I will be able to 
maintain a balance 
between my academic 
work and other aspects 
of my life.
I will read material not 
assigned for a class or 
class project (e.g., 
books, scientific 
articles, newspapers, 
magazines).
I will participate in an 
educational or public 
service experience 
outside the U.S. (e.g., 
study-abroad program 
or internship).
I will take part in 
intercollegiate, club, or 
recreational/intramural 
athletic opportunities.
I will know some faculty 
well enough to get a 
good letter of 
recommendation.
I will interact with 
faculty members 
outside of class through 
office hours or other 
discussions.

91543.2%44.7%11.5%.5%.1%

91737.2%42.4%18.5%1.6%.2%

91447.6%30.5%13.1%6.3%2.4%

91522.7%24.8%30.2%15.6%6.7%

91735.9%38.9%18.4%6.1%.7%

91628.5%48.8%16.4%5.7%.7%

91863.8%30.8%4.9%.3%.1%

The statements below reflect a variety of expectations about the first year of college. Thinking about the 
coming academic year, please indicate the extent to which you agree or disagree with these statements.
(cont.)
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I will be challenged intellectually.

I will collaborate with and learn from other students.

My classes at MIT will teach me how to be a good problem-
solver.

I will be able to study things I feel passionate about.

My classes will stimulate my interests in new areas.

I will have opportunities for hands-on activities (lab work, 
experiments, project-based experiences, etc).

My classes will be more exciting than my high school classes.

The first year will give me good preparation for the academic 
work of sophomore year.

The connections I will form at MIT will make me feel that I belong 
to a close-knit community.

What I will learn my first year will help me determine how I can 
use my skills to solve real world problems and issues.

I will have an opportunity during the first year to explore different 
majors.

Faculty will be encouraging and helpful.

I will interact with faculty members outside of class through 
office hours or other discussions.

My instructors will be exciting and engaging.

I will be able to talk to faculty outside of class about my interests.

I will participate actively in-class, including contributing to class 
discussions and asking questions.

I will be involved in a research project.

I will know some faculty well enough to get a good letter of 
recommendation.

Some of the subjects I study this year will be so interesting that I 
might do more than the required work.

I will take part in intercollegiate, club, or recreational/intramural 
athletic opportunities.

I will read material not assigned for a class or class project (e.g., 
books, scientific articles, newspapers, magazines).

I will be able to maintain a balance between my academic work 
and other aspects of my life.

I will participate in an educational or public service experience 
outside the U.S. (e.g., study-abroad program or internship).

Mean: 1 = Strongly disagree 2 = Disagree 
somewhat 3 = Neither agree nor disagree 4 = 

Agree somewhat 5 = Strongly agree

54321

Expectations about First Year in College
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NVery oftenOftenOccasionallyNever
Conduct research using 
historical archives, surveys, 
field work, or other primary 
sources on a project.
Prepare two or more drafts of a 
paper or assignment before 
turning it in.
Attend a concert or other music 
event, on or off campus.
Participate in a music activity 
(orchestra, chorus, etc.) on or 
off campus.
Participate in art (pottery, 
painting, etc.) or theatrical 
production (acting, dancing, 
etc.) on or off campus.
Write a poem, story, or other 
creative writing piece for a 
class.
Use MIT Libraries' website to 
access electronic journals, 
books, and other materials.

90438.5%41.2%19.6%.8%

9043.2%12.5%59.7%24.6%

9026.4%12.4%39.1%42.0%

90110.9%14.7%30.4%44.1%

90312.5%24.8%58.6%4.1%

90518.3%40.6%36.1%5.0%

9049.6%34.2%51.0%5.2%
Research, Writing and the ArtsResearch, Writing and the Arts

In the coming academic year, how often do you anticipate doing each of the following?
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Use MIT Libraries' website to access electronic journals, books, 
and other materials.

Prepare two or more drafts of a paper or assignment before 
turning it in.

Conduct research using historical archives, surveys, field work, 
or other primary sources on a project.

Attend a concert or other music event, on or off campus.

Write a poem, story, or other creative writing piece for a class.

Participate in a music activity (orchestra, chorus, etc.) on or off 
campus.

Participate in art (pottery, painting, etc.) or theatrical production 
(acting, dancing, etc.) on or off campus.

Mean: 1 = Never 2 = Occasionally 3 = Often 4 = 
Very often

3.53.02.52.01.51.0

Expectations for Freshman Year: Research, Writing and the Arts
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NVery oftenOftenOccasionallyNever
Work harder than you 
thought you could to 
meet the instructor's 
standards or 
expectations.
Work with a faculty 
member on a research 
project for credit or not 
for credit.
Discuss your career 
plans and ambitions 
with a faculty member.
Discuss your academic 
work with a faculty 
member.
Discuss your course 
selection plans with a 
faculty member.
Have intellectual 
discussions with a 
faculty member outside 
of class.
Interact with a faculty 
member at a social 
event.

89911.5%25.1%58.6%4.8%

90120.4%34.3%43.5%1.8%

90122.3%43.1%33.7%.9%

89823.5%45.4%30.5%.6%

90018.8%36.3%42.0%2.9%

90221.8%37.6%38.0%2.5%

90143.1%44.1%12.3%.6%
FacultyFaculty

In the coming academic year, how often do you anticipate doing each of the 
following?
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Work harder than you thought you could to meet the 
instructor's standards or expectations.

Discuss your academic work with a faculty member.

Discuss your course selection plans with a faculty member.

Work with a faculty member on a research project for credit or 
not for credit.

Have intellectual discussions with a faculty member outside of 
class.

Discuss your career plans and ambitions with a faculty 
member.

Interact with a faculty member at a social event.

Mean: 1 = Never 2 = Occasionally 3 = Often 4 = 
Very often

3.53.02.52.01.51.0

Expectations for Freshman Year: Faculty
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N
Very likely 

(5)4
Somewhat 
likely (3)2

Not very 
likely (1)

When you are reading 
in preparation for a 
class, how likely are 
you to notice 
connections between 
the reading and other 
things you have learned 
in the past?
If you encounter an 
issue that is really 
interesting, how likely is 
it that you will take an 
hour or more to pursue 
it?
When you are having 
trouble understanding 
an assignment, how 
likely are you to go to 
materials that were not 
required for the 
course?
If you received a bad 
grade on an exam, how 
likely are you to change 
the way you study in 
order to do better on 
the next one?
When you are working 
on a project, how likely 
are you to periodically 
check the assignment 
requirements to be sure 
you are meeting them?
When you learn a new 
rule or principle in a 
course, how likely are 
you to apply it in a 
useful way to one of 
your interests?
When you are 
preparing to write a 
research paper, how 
likely are you to set 
goals for when you 
need to finish different 
sections?
When you study alone, 
how likely are you to 
take the time to go to a 
study location that is 
good for you?
Before you turn in an 
assignment, how likely 
are you to ask for 
feedback on a draft?

90422.3%25.9%29.3%16.8%5.6%

90438.8%34.4%18.4%6.6%1.8%

90321.3%26.1%27.5%17.4%7.8%

90218.7%37.4%36.0%7.1%.8%

90251.0%33.0%13.0%2.9%.1%

90443.6%31.9%17.8%5.6%1.1%

90533.9%35.1%25.1%4.9%1.0%

90627.5%31.9%31.6%8.4%.7%

90440.2%40.2%18.1%1.4%.1%

Below are a set of items that ask you about how you study and learn. Please indicate how likely you are 
to do each of the following:
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When you are working on a project, how likely are you to 
periodically check the assignment requirements to be sure you 

are meeting them?

When you are reading in preparation for a class, how likely are 
you to notice connections between the reading and other 

things you have learned in the past?

If you received a bad grade on an exam, how likely are you to 
change the way you study in order to do better on the next 

one?

When you study alone, how likely are you to take the time to go 
to a study location that is good for you?

When you are having trouble understanding an assignment, 
how likely are you to go to materials that were not required for 

the course?

If you encounter an issue that is really interesting, how likely is 
it that you will take an hour or more to pursue it?

When you learn a new rule or principle in a course, how likely 
are you to apply it in a useful way to one of your interests?

Before you turn in an assignment, how likely are you to ask for 
feedback on a draft?

When you are preparing to write a research paper, how likely 
are you to set goals for when you need to finish different 

sections?

Mean: 1 = Not very likely 3 = Somewhat likely 5 
= Very likely

54321

Learning Styles
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NDon't Know
A great deal 

(5)4Moderate (3)2
Very 

little/none (1)
Faculty research
Teaching 
undergraduates
A broad liberal arts 
education
Intercollegiate athletics
Extra-curricular 
activities other than 
intercollegiate athletics
A commitment to 
intellectual freedom
A racially/ethnically 
diverse student body
Quality of residential life
Skills valuable in the 
workforce
Moral/ethical 
development
Need-based financial 
aid (based on ability to 
pay)
Non-need (merit) aid 89917.7%5.3%6.1%10.6%12.3%47.9%

8999.7%45.4%22.4%13.6%7.0%2.0%

89712.3%26.6%34.6%20.7%5.6%.2%

8964.6%55.1%30.6%8.7%.9%.1%
8983.8%26.7%42.5%21.4%4.7%.9%

8973.8%57.3%28.3%8.6%1.7%.3%

8952.6%68.6%24.6%3.6%.7%.0%

8994.6%19.0%41.5%30.0%4.8%.1%
8977.1%4.9%16.2%39.6%26.1%6.1%

8985.3%9.2%21.6%39.2%20.7%3.9%

8972.5%52.0%34.6%10.5%.6%.0%
8998.6%66.4%19.8%5.1%.1%.0%

Please indicate how much emphasis you believe MIT currently places on each of the following:
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A commitment to intellectual freedom

Faculty research

Skills valuable in the workforce

A racially/ethnically diverse student body

Teaching undergraduates

Need-based financial aid (based on ability to pay)

Quality of residential life

Moral/ethical development

Extra-curricular activities other than intercollegiate athletics

A broad liberal arts education

Intercollegiate athletics

Non-need (merit) aid

Mean: 1 = Very little/none 3 = Moderate 5 = A great 
deal

54321

Perceptions of MIT Priorities
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N%
Chemical Engineering
Chemical-Biological 
Engineering
Earth, Atmospheric, 
and Planetary Sciences
Economics
Management Science
Aerospace Engineering
Aerospace Engineering 
with Information 
Technology
Political Science
Mathematics
Mathematics with 
Computer Science
Civil and Environmental 
Engineering
Civil Engineering
Environmental 
Engineering Science
Mechanical 
Engineering
Biological Engineering
Humanities and 
Science
Nuclear Science and 
Engineering
Linguistics and 
Philosophy
Mechanical and Ocean 
Engineering
Materials Science and 
Engineering
Art and Design (School 
of Architecture)
Chemistry
Electrical Science and 
Engineering
Electrical Engineering 
and Computer Science
Computer Science and 
Eingineering
Biology
Physics
Brain and Computer 
Sciences

At this point in time, 
what major are you 
most interested in?

424.6%
758.3%
515.6%

606.6%

11512.7%

7.8%
192.1%

101.1%

121.3%

4.4%

3.3%

131.4%

1.1%
606.6%

10811.9%

8.9%
7.8%

171.9%

91.0%
849.3%

1.1%

7.8%
495.4%
171.9%
202.2%

5.6%

283.1%
546.0%
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N%
Undecided

Overall

At this point in time, 
what major are you 
most interested in? 906100.0%

202.2%

N
Very 

confidentConfident
Somewhat 
confident

Slightly 
confident

Not 
confident at 

all/ Don't 
know 

enough yet
How confident are you 
that this will be the right 
major for you?

90713.2%25.9%30.2%17.2%13.5%
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N%
Chemical Engineering
Chemical-Biological 
Engineering
Planning
Earth, Atmospheric, 
and Planetary Sciences
Economics
Management Science
Aerospace Engineering
Aerospace Engineering 
with Information 
Technology
Political Science
Mathematics
Mathematics with 
Computer Science
Civil and Environmental 
Engineering
Civil Engineering
Environmental 
Engineering Science
Mechanical 
Engineering
Biological Engineering
Humanities
Anthropology
Humanities and 
Engineering
Foreign Languages and 
Literatures
History
Literature
Music
Humanities and 
Science
Writing
Nuclear Science and 
Engineering
Philosophy
Linguistics and 
Philosophy
Mechanical and Ocean 
Engineering
Materials Science and 
Engineering

If you are uncertain 
about the major 
selected above and are 
trying to choose 
between two majors, 
what is the other major 
you are thinking about?

314.3%

0.0%

6.8%
3.4%

81.1%
0.0%

1.1%
2.3%
1.1%
1.1%

1.1%

0.0%
0.0%
0.0%

456.2%

689.4%

6.8%
6.8%

131.8%

182.5%
557.6%

4.6%

1.1%
294.0%
344.7%
395.4%

81.1%
0.0%

182.5%
223.0%
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N%
Archaelogy and 
Materials
Art and Design (School 
of Architecture)
Chemistry
Electrical Science and 
Engineering
Electrical Engineering 
and Computer Science
Computer Science and 
Eingineering
Biology
Physics
Brain and Computer 
Sciences
Comparative Media 
Studies
Science, Technology, 
and Society
Undecided
Overall

If you are uncertain 
about the major 
selected above and are 
trying to choose 
between two majors, 
what is the other major 
you are thinking about?

722100.0%
506.9%

2.3%

2.3%

324.4%
527.2%
253.5%

425.8%

567.8%

81.1%
202.8%

131.8%

0.0%

N%
Bachelor's degree
Master's degree
Ph.D.
Professional master's 
degree (MBA, MSW, 
etc.)
Medical degree
Law degree
Professional doctorate 
(EdD. DDiv.)
Other
Overall

What is the highest 
academic degree you 
think you might obtain 
at MIT or elsewhere:

902100.0%
3.3%

111.2%
8.9%

10611.8%

707.8%
47752.9%
20823.1%

192.1%
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N%
Male
Female
Transgender or other
Overall

What is your gender?

914100.0%
1.1%

42846.8%
48553.1%

N%
Heterosexual
Gay/lesbian
Bisexual
Unsure
Overall

What is your sexual 
orientation?

908100.0%
171.9%
252.8%
182.0%

84893.4%

N%
No
Yes
Overall

Is English your native 
language?

911100.0%
68675.3%
22524.7%

N
Completely 

WhiteMostly White
Roughly half 
non-White

Mostly non-
white

Completely 
non-White

High school I last 
attended
Neighborhood where I 
grew up

88415.3%48.0%15.3%11.2%10.3%

9097.2%46.6%25.2%14.7%6.3%

 How would you describe the racial composition of the high school you last attended and the neighborhood 
where you grew up?
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N%
Baptist
Buddhist
Church of Christ
Eastern Orthodox
Episcopalian
Hindu
Muslim
Jewish
LDS (Mormon)
Lutheran
Methodist
Presbyterian
Quaker
Roman Catholic
Seventh Day Adventist
Unitarian Universalist
United Church of 
Christ/Congregational
Other Christian
Other Religion
None
Overall

Which of the following 
religions best reflects 
your own childhood and 
family background?

892100.0%
26429.6%
171.9%
677.5%

6.7%
8.9%
2.2%

19521.9%
4.4%

212.4%
192.1%
182.0%

7.8%
748.3%
161.8%
465.2%
182.0%
202.2%
171.9%
374.1%
364.0%

N

Graduate or 
professional 

degree
Bachelor's 

degree

Some 
college or 

associate's 
degree

Post-
secondary 

school other 
than college

High school 
diploma or 
equivalent

No high 
school 

diploma or 
equivalent

Mother
Father 90357.5%20.3%8.4%1.3%8.5%4.0%

90742.8%33.0%9.8%1.4%8.2%4.9%

What is the highest level of education completed by each of your parents?
Please mark their highest degree below: 

N

Major (not 
sure I will 

have enough 
funds to 
complete 
college)

Some (but I 
probably will 
have enough 

funds)

None (I am 
confident 
that I will 

have 
sufficient 

funds)
Do you have any 
concern about your 
ability to finance your 
college education?

90710.1%63.2%26.7%
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N%
Yes
No
Overall

Did you apply for 
financial aid from MIT?

908100.0%
20022.0%
70878.0%

N
Strongly 
agreeAgreeDisagree

Strongly 
disagree

To what extent do you 
agree or disagree with 
this statement: I will be 
seriously burdened by 
loan payments when I 
graduate.

9076.8%18.3%47.6%27.2%

NPercentile 75MedianPercentile 25Mean
What is your best 
estimate of the total 
annual before tax 
income from all sources 
of the parent, parents, 
and/or stepparents who 
helped pay for your 
undergraduate 
education? 

813$187,500$112,500$62,500$130,212

Figures based on midpoints of categories (e.g., Under $25,000 = $12,000; $25,000 - $49,999 = 
$37,500, etc.).
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N

I am 
unaware of 

the MIT 
OpenCourse

Ware site

I became 
aware of the 

MIT 
OpenCourse

Ware site 
after my 

decision to 
apply to MIT

I became 
aware of the 

MIT 
OpenCourse

Ware site 
prior to my 
decision to 

apply to MIT
Which of the following 
best describes your 
awareness of the MIT 
OpenCourseWare site?

91117.5%28.3%54.2%

N%

How significant an influence 
was the MIT 

OpenCourseWare site on 
your decision to attend MIT?

Very significant
Significant
Insignificant
Very insignificant
Overall 824100.0%

22927.8%
37145.0%
18021.8%

445.3%

Percent of 
respondents

Percent of 
responsesResponses

Demonstrated quality of 
teaching materials used 
at MIT
Provided insight into 
teaching approaches at 
MIT
Provided insight into 
programs at MIT
Highlighted the work of 
particular professors of 
interest to you
Illustrated unique 
aspects of the MIT 
community/culture
Other
Total 264.4%100.0%1470

7.9%3.0%44

40.1%15.2%223

24.6%9.3%137

52.7%19.9%293

69.8%26.4%388

69.2%26.2%385

In what way(s) did the site influence your decision to attend MIT? 
(check all that apply)

'% of Respondents' column adds to more than 100% because students
could check more than one item.
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