
 2010 Senior Survey  
 Highlights 

In February 2010, MIT invited 1,104 fourth year undergraduates (seniors) to participate 
in a web-based survey that asked them about their satisfaction with various academic 
and non-academic experiences, perception of how their abilities changed while at MIT, 
and post-graduation plans. The survey closed in late April with a 70% response rate. 
Among seniors slated to graduate in June 2010 (80% of the sample), the response rate 
was 77%. 
 
MIT conducts the Senior Survey every two years. This is the fifth administration. This 
particular survey is being administered simultaneously at a number of peer institutions, 
allowing for comparative analysis. Peer results will be available late summer.  
 
As with most surveys, MIT will generate school- and department-level reports, provided 
there are at least five students who answered the survey per department. In previous 
years, students were grouped according to their home department (one department per 
student). This year, students who indicated a second major will be counted in both 
departments.  
 
The attached report shows overall frequencies for each question on the survey, along 
with summary charts. Below are some of the highlights. 
 
Satisfaction 
• 90% of students reported being generally or very satisfied with their overall 

undergraduate education. The chart below shows the results for this question by 
year. Overall satisfaction ratings have steadily improved over time, on average. 
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Overall, how satisfied have you been with your undergraduate education?
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• In terms of the quality of the academic experience, 93% of seniors said that they 
were satisfied with opportunities to participate in research with faculty, with the size of 
classes, and with the level of intellectual excitement. Roughly two-thirds of students 
were satisfied with pre-major academic advising. 

• 86% or more of students reported being satisfied with the quality of course instruction 
in various fields (Humanities and arts courses, Engineering courses, etc.); 94% of 
students reported being satisfied with the quality of course instruction for 
interdisciplinary courses.   

• When asked about the quality of campus services and facilities, 94% or more of 
students said that they were satisfied with athletic facilities, classrooms, library 
facilities and resources, and laboratory facilities and equipment. Students reported 
being least satisfied with food services (35% were generally or very satisfied), 
followed by the administration’s responsiveness to student concerns (52% were 
generally or very satisfied). Compared to 2008, satisfaction with food services went 
up slightly (33% in 2008) while satisfaction with responsiveness to student concerns 
went down (60% in 2008). 

• 84% of seniors reported that they were generally or very satisfied with their major(s). 
 
Beliefs and Interactions 
• 39% or more of students reported having questioned or rethought one of a variety of 

beliefs or values in a fundamental way. Two-thirds rethought their beliefs about the 
nature of humans or society.  

• The vast majority of respondents reported at least some interaction with students 
who were of a different religion, economic background, or from outside of the U.S. 
78% of students reported substantial interactions with students of a different 
race/ethnicity. 

 
Abilities and Types of Knowledge 
• 90% or more of students reported that the following abilities were stronger or much 

stronger since entering college: think analytically and logically; gain in-depth 
knowledge of a field; plan and execute complex projects; understand myself: abilities, 
interests, limitations, personality; acquire new skills and knowledge on my own; and 
understand the process of science and experimentation.   

• Less than half of seniors reported gains in their ability to appreciate art, literature, 
music, and drama and their ability to read or speak a foreign language. 
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• The following chart shows how students rated each of the 25 items in 2010. With the 
exception of ‘Understand the significance of art, music, literature, and drama,’ self-
reported gains were higher in 2010 than 2008. 
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Indicate how your ability in each area has changed since you first entered MIT.
(sorted in descending order by sum of 'Stronger now' and 'Much stronger now')
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Post-Graduation Plans 
• 47% of students indicated that they planned on working for pay full-time this fall, 

while 45% indicated full-time graduate or professional school (students had the 
option of selecting more than one activity). Looking only at students expecting to 
graduate in June, both percentages increased slightly (51% and 46%, respectively).      

• 48% of students anticipating full-time employment had accepted a position; 8% were 
considering one or more specific offers. 

• Of those who accepted a position, 36% were in engineering, 11% in financial 
services, and 15% in consulting. In 2008, 27% were in engineering, 22% in financial 
services, and 20% in consulting. 

• At some point in the future, 40% of students anticipated pursuing a Ph.D., and 30% 
anticipated pursuing an MBA.  

• 84% of students said that the information they received from other students or friends 
was valuable in helping them achieve their post-graduation plans.  

• Almost three quarters of students indicated that two or more professors knew them 
well enough to provide a professional recommendation.  

 
Finances 
• With regards to paying for their undergraduate education, 46% of students reported 

not having to borrow personally. 
• 39% of students indicated that paying for their education had a considerable or 

severe impact on their family.  
• Compared to 2008, seniors reported a lack of money as less of a factor in foregoing 

opportunities such as study abroad, non-paying research and internships, travel 
during vacation or breaks, and time with friends. Due to a lack of money, 20% of 
students said they had to forego study aboard, compared with 32% in 2008. 

• 74% of seniors reported that they were satisfied with their financial aid awards, 
compared with 67% in 2008. 

 
Activities 
• More than three quarters of seniors said that they worked for pay on-campus at some 

point during their time at MIT. 
• More than half of students said that they participated in faculty research for credit, 

faculty research not for credit, or an internship in the U.S. Less than 10% of students 
said that they participated in study-abroad. 

• 16% of students reported spending 26 or more hours per week studying or doing 
research outside of class; more than two-thirds reported at least 11 hours per week 
studying.  

• 72% of students agreed or strongly agreed that they were able to find a balance 
between academic work and extracurricular activities, down from 77% in 2008. 
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NNoYes

Answered survey 110430.5%69.5%

Response rate

Note: Sample was undergraduate seniors (year = 4).

NVery Satisfied
Generally 
SatisfiedAmbivalent

Generally 
Dissatisfied

Very 
Dissatisfied

Overall, how satisfied 
have you been with your 
undergraduate education?

75239.2%50.9%5.9%2.9%1.1%

Overall, how satisfied have you been with your undergraduate education?

YOUR ACADEMIC EXPERIENCE

NVery Satisfied
Generally 
Satisfied

Generally 
Dissatisfied

Very 
Dissatisfied

Academic advising before 
declaring a major

Out-of-class availability of 
faculty

Opportunities to 
participate in research 
with a faculty member

Availability of tutorial help 
or other academic 
assistance

Availability of courses you 
wanted to take

Overall quality of 
instruction

Size of classes

The level of intellectual 
excitement

Opportunities for class 
discussion

74426.6%60.1%12.0%1.3%

75453.4%39.5%6.0%1.1%

75333.6%59.8%5.8%.8%

75531.5%58.4%9.0%1.1%

75437.9%48.3%12.1%1.7%

67830.5%59.4%8.7%1.3%

72953.9%39.5%5.8%.8%

73827.9%62.2%9.5%.4%

73318.0%46.4%26.3%9.3%

Thinking about your entire academic experience at MIT, how satisfied are you the quality of your 
academic experience?

'Not applicable' counted as missing.
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Opportunities to participate in research with a faculty member

Size of classes

The level of intellectual excitement

Out-of-class availability of faculty

Availability of tutorial help or other academic assistance

Overall quality of instruction

Opportunities for class discussion

Availability of courses you wanted to take

Academic advising before declaring a major

% Generally Satisfied or Very Satisfied

100806040200

Satisfaction with quality of academic experience
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NVery Satisfied
Generally 
Satisfied

Generally 
Dissatisfied

Very 
Dissatisfied

Humanities and arts 
courses

Natural science and math 
courses

Social science courses

Engineering courses

Interdisciplinary courses

Independent study or self-
designed courses

28242.9%50.0%6.7%.4%

49236.2%57.9%5.1%.8%

63046.0%45.1%8.1%.8%

55528.5%58.7%10.8%2.0%

75131.7%53.9%12.8%1.6%

74934.6%53.0%10.4%2.0%

Please tell us how satisfied you have been with the quality of course instruction.

'Not applicable' counted as missing.
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Interdisciplinary courses

Independent study or self-designed courses

Engineering courses

Humanities and arts courses

Social science courses

Natural science and math courses

% Generally Satisfied or Very Satisfied

100806040200

Satisfaction with quality of course instruction
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Percent of 
Respondents

Percent of 
ResponsesResponses

Architecture

Urban Studies and 
Planning

Computer Science

Aeronautics & 
Astronautics

Biological Engineering

Chemical Engineering

Civil Engineering

Electrical Engineering & 
Computer Science

Environmental 
Engineering Science

Materials Science and 
Engineering

Mechanical Engineering

Nuclear Engineering

Ocean Engineering

Foreign 
Languages/Literatures

Linguistics and Philosophy

Literature

Humanities

Writing and Humanistic 
Studies

Humanities and 
Engineering/Science

Biology

Mathematics

Science, Technology & 
Society

Brain and Cognitive 
Sciences

Philosophy

Earth, Atmosphere & 
Planetary Sciences

Chemistry

Physics

Anthropology .0%.0%0

7.6%6.3%57

2.7%2.2%20

1.2%1.0%9

.1%.1%1

4.8%4.0%36

.0%.0%0

12.7%10.5%95

8.6%7.1%64

.3%.2%2

.4%.3%3

.4%.3%3

.7%.6%5

.0%.0%0

.4%.3%3

.7%.6%5

1.3%1.1%10

14.7%12.1%110

3.1%2.5%23

1.7%1.4%13

13.7%11.3%102

2.1%1.8%16

8.2%6.7%61

3.9%3.2%29

5.4%4.4%40

8.6%7.1%64

1.2%1.0%9

1.6%1.3%12

Now we'd like you to evaluate the field or fields you are majoring in. 
(Students chose up to three majors)

Note: '% of Respondents' column adds to more than 100% because students 
could check more than one item.
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Percent of 
Respondents

Percent of 
ResponsesResponses

Economics

Political Science

Music and Theater Arts

Management

History

Other

Total 121.4%100.0%906

.8%.7%6

.1%.1%1

6.8%5.6%51

1.7%1.4%13

1.3%1.1%10

4.4%3.6%33

Now we'd like you to evaluate the field or fields you are majoring in. 
(Students chose up to three majors)(cont.)

Note: '% of Respondents' column adds to more than 100% because 
students could check more than one item.

NVery Satisfied
Generally 
SatisfiedAmbivalent

Generally 
Dissatisfied

Very 
Dissatisfied

On the whole, how 
satisfied have you been 
with this major?

90542.9%41.0%10.7%4.0%1.4%

On the whole, how satisfied have you been with this major? (Students chose up to three majors)

Note: Students who selected a second or third major are counted more than once.

NVery Satisfied
Generally 
Satisfied

Generally 
Dissatisfied

Very 
Dissatisfied

Availability of courses you 
wanted to take

Level of intellectual 
excitement

Quality of instruction

Quality of advising

Laboratory experience

Opportunities for class 
discussion

Out-of-class availability of 
faculty

Helpfulness of faculty 
outside classroom

Availability of tutoring and 
other help

Flexibility (i.e., time for 
electives)

Classrooms and 
classroom facilities

90141.7%50.4%7.0%.9%

89537.1%38.2%19.1%5.6%

72733.0%48.7%14.7%3.6%

85043.2%46.6%8.7%1.5%

86740.1%51.4%7.4%1.0%

86029.0%53.8%15.5%1.7%

76440.8%41.6%13.4%4.2%

85932.1%38.5%20.3%9.1%

90138.8%49.2%10.3%1.7%

90050.1%40.6%7.7%1.7%

90142.0%46.1%9.4%2.6%

How satisfied have you been with each of the following aspects of this major? (Students chose up to 
three majors)

Note 1: Students who selected a second or third major are counted more than once.
Note 2: 'Not applicable' counted as missing.
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NNoYes

Independent 
study/research for credit

Research with a faculty 
member for credit

Research with faculty 
NOT for credit

Publishing or presenting a 
paper off-campus

Tutorial help provided by 
the school or department

Study-abroad program

Internship abroad

Off-campus study in the U.
S.

Internship in the U.S. 72638.6%61.4%

72695.2%4.8%

72978.1%21.9%

72891.5%8.5%

72665.8%34.2%

72982.6%17.4%

72733.3%66.7%

72846.2%53.8%

73167.9%32.1%

While an undergraduate, did you participate in any of the 
following?

NVery Satisfied
Generally 
Satisfied

Generally 
Dissatisfied

Very 
Dissatisfied

Independent 
study/research for credit

Research with a faculty 
member for credit

Research with faculty 
NOT for credit

Publishing or presenting a 
paper off-campus

Tutorial help provided by 
the school or department

Study-abroad program

Internship abroad

Off-campus study in the U.
S.

Internship in the U.S. 44353.0%37.5%6.5%2.9%

5048.0%46.0%4.0%2.0%

17063.5%25.3%5.9%5.3%

9066.7%26.7%4.4%2.2%

24825.0%57.3%13.3%4.4%

14254.9%38.7%4.2%2.1%

47841.4%43.5%11.1%4.0%

40248.0%41.5%7.5%3.0%

36544.4%47.9%4.1%3.6%

If so, how satisfied were you with the experience?
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Off-campus study in the U.S.

Publishing or presenting a paper off-campus

Study-abroad program

Independent study/research for credit

Internship in the U.S.

Research with a faculty member for credit

Internship abroad

Research with faculty NOT for credit

Tutorial help provided by the school or department

% Generally Satisfied or Very Satisfied

100806040200

Satisfaction with undergraduate experience
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QUALITY OF CAMPUS SERVICES AND FACILITIES

NVery Satisfied
Generally 
Satisfied

Generally 
Dissatisfied

Very 
Dissatisfied

Classrooms

Laboratory facilities and 
equipment

Foreign language facilties

Computer facilities and 
resources

Computer services and 
support

Library facilities and 
resources

Athletic facilities

Administration's 
responsiveness to student 
concerns

Campus security 
office/campus police

Career services

Financial aid office

Your financial aid award(s)

Financial services 
(Bursar's office, student 
accounts, etc.)

Food services

Psychological counseling 
services

Registrar's office

Student employment 
programs

Student health services

Student housing facilties

Student housing 
office/services

54820.8%63.0%11.9%4.4%

69329.7%58.3%8.7%3.3%

62724.7%54.5%14.0%6.7%

45533.8%59.6%4.8%1.8%

66126.0%65.8%7.0%1.2%

29836.6%45.6%11.4%6.4%

6635.1%29.4%40.0%25.5%

61230.6%57.5%8.8%3.1%

53745.6%28.7%15.6%10.1%

52236.4%46.9%11.3%5.4%

59625.2%55.9%15.8%3.2%

59728.3%58.8%11.2%1.7%

63410.1%41.5%31.7%16.7%

66560.3%35.9%3.0%.8%

67650.7%45.0%3.6%.7%

65942.0%48.3%8.8%.9%

70146.9%43.5%9.1%.4%

36930.9%56.4%10.0%2.7%

65444.6%49.2%5.4%.8%

70534.5%61.6%3.7%.3%

How satisfied are you with each of the following campus services and facilities? 

'Not applicable' counted as missing.
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Athletic facilities

Classrooms

Library facilities and resources

Laboratory facilities and equipment

Student employment programs

Registrar's office

Computer facilities and resources

Computer services and support

Financial services (Bursar's office, student accounts, etc.)

Student housing facilties

Foreign language facilties

Campus security office/campus police

Student housing office/services

Financial aid office

Psychological counseling services

Career services

Student health services

Your financial aid award(s)

Administration's responsiveness to student concerns

Food services

% Generally Satisfied or Very Satisfied

100806040200

Satisfaction with campus services and facilities
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QUALITY OF CAMPUS LIFE

NVery Satisfied
Generally 
Satisfied

Generally 
Dissatisfied

Very 
Dissatisfied

Opportunities to 
participate in 
extracurricular activities

Social life on campus

Student government

Extracurricular speakers, 
cultural offerings, and 
events

Climate for minority 
students on campus

Sense of community on 
campus

Sense of community 
where you live

Ethnic/racial diversity of 
the campus

Intercollegiate athletic 
opportunities

Club sport opportunities

Recreational and 
intramural athletic 
opportunities

Feeling of security on 
campus

69251.3%44.8%3.6%.3%

53548.6%47.1%3.6%.7%

40842.4%51.7%4.9%1.0%

41143.6%47.0%6.1%3.4%

65942.6%49.9%6.5%.9%

67552.0%33.9%10.7%3.4%

68427.8%49.3%19.2%3.8%

45832.5%59.2%7.0%1.3%

63434.9%56.8%7.4%.9%

53614.4%52.2%28.5%4.9%

69336.8%48.3%10.8%4.0%

68451.2%41.8%5.6%1.5%

How satisfied are you with each of the following aspects of campus life?

'Not applicable' counted as missing.
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Feeling of security on campus

Recreational and intramural athletic opportunities

Club sport opportunities

Opportunities to participate in extracurricular activities

Ethnic/racial diversity of the campus

Climate for minority students on campus

Extracurricular speakers, cultural offerings, and events

Intercollegiate athletic opportunities

Sense of community where you live

Social life on campus

Sense of community on campus

Student government

% Generally Satisfied or Very Satisfied

100806040200

Satisfaction with aspects of campus life
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N
Definitely 

would NOT
Probably 

would NOTMaybe
Probably 

would
Definitely 

would

Would you encourage a 
high school senior who 
resembles you when you 
were a high school senior 
(same background, ability, 
interests, and 
temperament) to attend 
your college?

7041.8%5.7%9.5%20.9%62.1%

Would you encourage a high school senior who resembles you when you were a high school senior (same 
background, ability, interests, and temperament) to attend your college?

THINKING ABOUT WHAT YOU'VE LEARNED

N
Much 

Stronger NowStronger NowNo ChangeWeaker Now

Write effectively

Communicate well orally

Aquire new skills and 
knowledge on my own

Think analytically and 
logically

Formulate/create original 
ideas and solutions

Evaluate and choose 
between alternative 
courses of action

Lead and supervise tasks 
and groups of people

Relate well to people of 
different races, nations, 
and religions

Function effectively as a 
member of a team

Use quantitative tools (e.
g., statistics, graphs)

Place current problems in 
historical/cultural/philosop
hical perspective

Identify moral and ethical 
issues

Understand myself: 
abilities, interests, 
limitations, personality

Function independently, 
without supervision

Gain in-depth knowledge 
of a field

Plan and execute complex 
projects

68938.9%53.1%7.4%.6%

69142.0%51.4%5.9%.7%

69138.5%46.3%13.3%1.9%

69050.9%41.0%5.8%2.3%

68916.3%42.4%38.3%3.0%

68918.1%42.2%33.8%5.8%

68943.4%43.7%12.0%.9%

69030.9%46.7%20.0%2.5%

69232.9%40.2%24.7%2.2%

69238.6%42.8%16.3%2.3%

69236.8%50.4%12.0%.7%

69241.8%46.1%10.4%1.7%

69454.5%39.6%5.3%.6%

69552.9%37.8%7.9%1.3%

69328.1%49.2%14.9%7.8%

69413.8%49.3%20.6%16.3%

The list below contains some abilities and types of knowledge that may be developed in a 
bachelor's degree program. Please indicate how your ability in each area has changed since you 
first entered college.
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N
Much 

Stronger NowStronger NowNo ChangeWeaker Now

Read or speak a foreign 
language

Understand the 
significance of art, music, 
literature, and drama

Acquire broad knowledge 
in the arts and sciences

Develop an awareness of 
social problems

Develop self-esteem/self-
confidence

Resolve interpersonal 
conflicts positively

Synthesize and integrate 
ideas and information

Understand the process of 
science and 
experimentation

Evaluate the role of 
science and technology in 
society

69132.9%53.4%13.3%.4%

69042.2%48.4%8.8%.6%

68829.2%59.0%11.3%.4%

68919.4%48.0%28.6%3.9%

68825.1%39.4%17.7%17.7%

68717.3%49.3%27.5%5.8%

69119.4%50.2%23.2%7.2%

69111.0%35.2%41.4%12.4%

68914.8%25.8%30.0%29.3%

The list below contains some abilities and types of knowledge that may be developed in a 
bachelor's degree program. Please indicate how your ability in each area has changed since you 
first entered college.(cont.)
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Think analytically and logically

Gain in-depth knowledge of a field

Plan and execute complex projects

Understand myself: abilities, interests, limitations, personality

Aquire new skills and knowledge on my own

Understand the process of science and experimentation

Synthesize and integrate ideas and information

Formulate/create original ideas and solutions

Evaluate and choose between alternative courses of action

Use quantitative tools (e.g., statistics, graphs)

Evaluate the role of science and technology in society

Function independently, without supervision

Lead and supervise tasks and groups of people

Function effectively as a member of a team

Communicate well orally

Relate well to people of different races, nations, and religions

Acquire broad knowledge in the arts and sciences

Resolve interpersonal conflicts positively

Develop an awareness of social problems

Develop self-esteem/self-confidence

Write effectively

Place current problems in historical/cultural/philosophical 
perspective

Identify moral and ethical issues

Understand the significance of art, music, literature, and drama

Read or speak a foreign language

% Stronger Now or Much Stronger Now

100806040200

Perception of changes in ability
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N NoYes

Own political 
beliefs/values

Own religious beliefs

Own moral/ethical values

Beliefs about the nature of 
humans or society

Beliefs about religion(s) 
other than your own

Beliefs about a race/ethnic 
group other than your own

Beliefs about people with 
sexual orientations other 
than your own

68758.1%41.9%

68550.7%49.3%

68849.9%50.1%

68333.5%66.5%

68843.8%56.3%

68860.9%39.1%

68947.8%52.2%

As an undergraduate, did you ever seriously question or 
rethink your beliefs or values in any of the following areas? 
You need not have changed your beliefs or values in order 
to answer 'Yes' to having questioned them in a fundamental 
way.

NSubstantialSomeLittleNone

Students from outside the 
U.S.

Students of a different 
race/ethnicity than you

Students of the same 
race/ethnicity as you

Students with a different 
religion than you

Students with a different 
sexual orientation than 
you

Students from a different 
economic background 
than you

Students with different 
political belief/values than 
you

68951.2%35.6%12.6%.6%

68867.9%28.3%3.5%.3%

68931.1%37.6%27.1%4.2%

68770.7%25.5%3.2%.6%

68977.8%15.2%6.4%.6%

68977.6%18.9%3.2%.3%

69051.3%40.4%7.5%.7%

Please indicate the extent to which you've interacted with students from each of the 
following groups while you have been in college?
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Students of a different race/ethnicity than you

Students from a different economic background than you

Students with a different religion than you

Students of the same race/ethnicity as you

Students from outside the U.S.

Students with different political belief/values than you

Students with a different sexual orientation than you

% Some or Substantial

100806040200

Extent to which you've interacted with students from the following groups:
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YOUR UNDERGRADUATE EXPERIENCE

Percent of 
Respondents

Percent of 
ResponsesResponses

Intercollegiate athletics in 
any year

Intramural athletics in any 
year

Club sports in any year

Music/theater group in any 
year

Student publications in 
any year

Student government in 
any year

Political group in any year

Religious or spiritual group 
in any year

Cultural/ethnic 
organization in any year

Volunteer service in any 
year

Other student 
organizations or clubs in 
any year

Total 327.9%100.0%2164

65.3%19.9%431

45.6%13.9%301

29.1%8.9%192

20.9%6.4%138

3.0%.9%20

14.4%4.4%95

12.4%3.8%82

27.3%8.3%180

23.8%7.3%157

51.8%15.8%342

34.2%10.4%226

In which years during college did you actively participate in any of the 
following?

Note 1: Students checked up to four years for each activity. This table shows 
% participation in any year.
Note 2: '% of Respondents' column adds to more than 100% because 
students could check more than one item.

N
Strongly 
AgreeAgreeDisagree

Strongly 
Disagree

Please indicate whether 
you agree or disagree with 
this statement: I have 
been able to find a 
balance between my 
academic work and 
extracurricular activities.

68219.9%52.1%20.8%7.2%

Please indicate whether you agree or disagree with this statement: I have been able to find a 
balance between my academic work and extracurricular activities.
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Percent of 
Respondents

Percent of 
ResponsesResponses

Worked for pay on-
campus in any year

Worked for pay off-
campus in any year

Total 123.9%100.0%694

27.7%22.3%155

96.3%77.7%539

In which of your college years did you work for pay during at least one 
term?

Note 1: Students checked up to four years for each activity. This table shows 
% participation in any year.
Note 2: '% of Respondents' column adds to more than 100% because 
students could check more than one item.

NNot Applicable
Strongly 
AgreeAgreeDisagree

Strongly 
Disagree

Studying and other 
academic work

Extracurricular activities

Socializing with friends 
and peers

67520.0%5.2%21.3%37.5%16.0%

67620.4%4.4%25.6%34.3%15.2%

67419.6%2.1%16.0%44.5%17.8%

Thinking about working for pay while in college, do you agree or disagree with the following statements: My 
work schedule did NOT leave enough time for...

N26+ hours21-2516-2011-156-10Up to 5 hoursNone

In scheduled classes or 
labs

Studying or doing 
research outside of class

Working for pay

Physical fitness (sports, 
exercise, etc.)

Participating in other 
extracurricular activities

Socializing or partying with 
friends

6811.9%1.8%6.2%13.8%33.9%38.0%4.4%

6741.9%.9%3.3%7.7%21.7%44.4%20.2%

6821.5%1.6%3.4%6.6%16.4%46.3%24.2%

6771.2%.6%3.8%8.0%23.0%18.0%45.3%

67915.8%13.4%18.9%20.6%17.4%9.3%4.7%

6827.3%10.1%23.0%31.7%22.4%4.7%.7%

During the fall term of your senior year, about how many hours did you spend during a typical week doing the following?

PAYING FOR COLLEGE

NNot sure

 Yes. This was 
a MAJOR 
source of 
funding

Yes. This was 
a MINOR 
source of 
fundingNo

Grant aid (funds you need 
not repay

Student loans

Work-study awards 6714.9%3.6%26.7%64.8%

6732.7%17.8%31.1%48.4%

6813.1%54.6%12.9%29.4%

Did you receive financial aid to help you pay for college?
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 $0

$1 - $4,999

$5,000 - $9,999

$10,000 - $14,999

$15,000 - $19,999

$20,000 - $24,999

$25,000 - $29,999

$30,000 - $39,999

$40,000 or more

More than $0 but unable 
to estimate the amount

N

What is the total amount 
YOU borrowed personally 
for your undergraduate 
education (tuition, fees, 
room and board)

681

6.5%

8.1%

2.1%

2.1%

3.2%

5.1%

7.5%

11.6%

8.1%

45.8%

What is the total amount YOU borrowed personally for your 
undergraduate education (tuition, fees, room and board)?

NNot applicableNoYes

Will your parents or familty 
help you pay off the loans 
you indicated above?

67944.2%35.2%20.6%

Will your parents or family help you pay off the loans you have indicated 
above?

N

Not 
applicable 
(My family 
does not 
contribute 

funds for my 
education)Severe

Considerabl
eModerateNone/Slight

What has been the impact 
on your family of paying 
for your education (tuition, 
fees, room and board) at 
MIT?

6799.4%10.8%28.3%31.5%20.0%

What has been the impact on your family of paying for your education (tuition, fees, room, and board) at MIT?

N
Strongly 
AgreeAgreeDisagree

Strongly 
Disagree

I will be seriously 
burdened by loan 
payments when I graduate

6525.1%13.2%34.7%47.1%

Do you agree of disagree with the following statement:
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N
Strongly 
AgreeAgreeDisagree

Strongly 
Disagree

Study abroad

Extracurricular activities

Community service

Non-paying 
research/internships

Paid Internships

Fraternity/sorority

Travel during vacation or 
breaks

Time with friends 6366.0%18.7%32.7%42.6%

63924.7%28.6%16.0%30.7%

6282.5%8.1%31.5%57.8%

631.6%2.5%34.2%62.6%

63917.7%25.5%18.8%38.0%

6322.8%8.7%32.9%55.5%

6313.3%10.3%33.8%52.6%

6306.2%14.1%30.8%48.9%

Due to a lack of money, I have had to forego:
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Travel during vacation or breaks

Non-paying research/internships

Time with friends

Study abroad

Extracurricular activities

Community service

Fraternity/sorority

Paid Internships

% Agree or Strongly Agree

6050403020100

Had to forego due to lack of money
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YOUR PLANS

Percent of 
Respondents

Percent of 
ResponsesResponses

Working for pay full-time

Working for pay part-time

Attending graduate or 
professional school full-
time

Attending graduate or 
professional school part-
time

Enrolled in another 
educational program, full- 
or part-time

Military service

Volunteer activity (e.g., 
Peace Corps, 
AmeriCorps)

Starting or raising a familty

Traveling

Undecided

Other activity

Total 138.5%100.0%946

5.4%3.9%37

13.9%10.0%95

7.9%5.7%54

.9%.6%6

4.2%3.1%29

1.0%.7%7

3.2%2.3%22

2.2%1.6%15

44.9%32.5%307

7.3%5.3%50

47.4%34.2%324

Use the categories below to tell us what you expect to be doing THIS 
FALL.

Note 1: '% of Respondents' column adds to more than 100% because 
students could check more than one item.
Note 2: Sample was undergraduate seniors (year = 4). Not all students 
expected to graduate spring 2010.

Have accepted a position

Have been offered a 
position and refused it; still 
searching for preferred 
position

Considering one or more 
specific offers

Currently searching for a 
position or waiting for an 
offer

Will begin searching for a 
position after graduation

Not planning on 
employment this fall

N

Which of the following 
best describes the current 
state of your employment 
plans? Exclude search for 
summer-only employment.

322

1.6%

4.3%

35.1%

8.1%

2.5%

48.4%

Which of the following best describes the current state of your 
employment plans:

For students who indicated that they would be working for pay full-
time in the fall.
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Financial services

Consulting

Sales and marketing

Business (other)

Communications, media 
or the arts

Education

Engineering

Government

Health or medicine

Information technology

Law

Military

Non-profit agency or NGO

Sports, hopsitality, 
recreation

Other

N

In which sector do you 
expect to be employed? 
Mark the best answer

320

5.0%

.6%

3.1%

.6%

.3%

2.8%

8.8%

5.6%

35.6%

3.1%

3.4%

3.1%

1.6%

15.0%

11.3%

In what sector do you expect to be employed?

For students who indicated that they would be working for pay full-
time in the fall.

Will attend school in the 
fall

Still deciding

Deferred admission until 
later

No acceptances - all 
application decisions are 
in

On one or more waiting 
lists

Still waiting to hear

Other

N

Which of the following 
best describes the current 
state of your educational 
plans for the fall?

316

4.1%

13.9%

1.6%

.9%

.0%

10.1%

69.3%

Which of the following best describes the current state of your 
educational plans for the fall?

For students who indicated they would be attending graduate or 
professional school in the fall.
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EDUCATIONAL GOALS

Percent of 
Respondents

Percent of 
ResponsesResponses

Second bachelor's degree

Master's degree in the 
Arts & Sciences

Master's degree in 
Engineering

Master's degree in 
Business (MBA)

Other Master's degree (e.
g., MPA, MSW, MSN, 
MAT, MPH, MM)

Professional doctorate (e.
g., EdD, DDiv, PsyD)

Ph.D.

Medical degree (e.g., MD, 
DO, DDS, DVM)

Law degree (e.g., JD, 
LLB)

Other degree or certificate

Undecided about 
advanced degree

No advanced degree 
planned

Total 111.9%100.0%394

11.1%9.9%39

5.7%5.1%20

.9%.8%3

.9%.8%3

8.0%7.1%28

25.3%22.6%89

.0%.0%0

4.0%3.6%14

.0%.0%0

42.3%37.8%149

9.7%8.6%34

4.3%3.8%15

Which, if any, degrees do you plan to pursue THIS FALL?

Note: '% of Respondents' column adds to more than 100% because students 
could check more than one item.
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Percent of 
Respondents

Percent of 
ResponsesResponses

Second bachelor's degree

Master's degree in the 
Arts & Sciences

Master's degree in 
Engineering

Master's degree in 
Business (MBA)

Other Master's degree (e.
g., MPA, MSW, MSN, 
MAT, MPH, MM)

Professional doctorate (e.
g., EdD, DDiv, PsyD)

Ph.D.

Medical degree (e.g., MD, 
DO, DDS, DVM)

Law degree (e.g., JD, 
LLB)

Other degree or certificate

Undecided about 
advanced degree

No advanced degree 
planned

Total 158.5%100.0%891

3.2%2.0%18

18.9%11.9%106

2.7%1.7%15

8.4%5.3%47

10.5%6.6%59

39.9%25.1%224

2.5%1.6%14

6.8%4.3%38

30.1%19.0%169

21.7%13.7%122

11.6%7.3%65

2.5%1.6%14

Which, if any, degrees do you plan to pursue any time in the FUTURE?

Note: '% of Respondents' column adds to more than 100% because students 
could check more than one item.

NMaximumMedianPercentile 75Percentile 25MinimumMean

GRE Verbal Reasoning

GRE Quantitative 
Reasoning

GRE Analytical Writing

GMAT Total

LSAT Total

MCAT Total (Verbal 
Reasoning, Phyiscal 
Sciences, and Biological 
Sciences)

MCAT Writing Sample 0......

43433538312734.9

12179166175162154167.0

14790730770700690735.0

191655434.7

197800800800770570775.7

197800640690580360635.0

If you have taken one or more graduate or professional exams (GRE, LSAT, etc.), please share your highest total 
scores with us.
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NNot a SourceVery Valuable
Moderately 
Valuable

Not Very 
Valuable

Parents or family

The career services office

Faculty advisor(s)

Other faculty

Students or friends

Alumnus or alumna

Former job or internship

On-line job listings 66652.1%12.2%20.0%15.8%

66834.4%28.6%24.3%12.7%

66535.3%27.1%28.1%9.5%

67110.1%42.0%42.3%5.5%

66631.2%25.5%26.7%16.5%

67128.6%19.1%28.5%23.8%

67147.7%8.6%21.6%22.1%

67319.3%31.8%34.5%14.4%

From whom or where did you get information to help you achieve your post-graduation plans and 
how valauble was the information?

N5 or more43210

How many faculty 
members know you well 
enough to provide a 
professional 
recommendation 
concerning your 
qualifications for a job or 
for advanced degree 
work?

6737.6%11.4%25.6%29.7%15.9%9.8%

How many faculty members know you well enough to provide a professional recommendation concerning 
your qualifications for a job or for advanced degree work?

NEssential
Very 

Important
Somewhat 
ImportantNot Important

Identify internship, 
summer job, and research 
opportunities

Identify potential career 
goals

Explore career options

Locate employment 
following college

Locate appropriate 
educational opportunities 
following college

3724.8%5.9%13.7%75.5%

4079.3%11.1%21.1%58.5%

4565.7%10.5%25.0%58.8%

4474.5%7.6%24.6%63.3%

4759.3%14.1%31.4%45.3%

Overall, how important has Career Services been in helping you do the following:

'Not applicable' counted as missing.
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YOUR BACKGROUND

Percent of 
Respondents

Percent of 
ResponsesResponses

1st Year

2nd Year

3rd Year

4th Year

Total 297.5%100.0%2023

61.6%20.7%419

64.6%21.7%439

73.4%24.7%499

97.9%32.9%666

During which undergraduate years did you live 'on 
campus' for at least one term?

Note: '% of Respondents' column adds to more than 100% 
because students could check more than one item.

N
Transgender 

or otherFemaleMale

Your sex 683.1%48.9%51.0%

Your sex

NUnsureBisexualGay/lesbianHeterosexual

What is your sexual 
orientation?

6831.6%3.8%2.3%92.2%

What is your sexual orientation?

Percent of 
Respondents

Percent of 
ResponsesResponses

United States citizen

U.S. permanent resident

Non-United States citizen

Total 104.1%100.0%705

12.1%11.6%82

3.2%3.1%22

88.8%85.2%601

What is your citizenship?

Note: '% of Respondents' column adds to more than 100% because students 
could check more than one item.
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Percent of 
Respondents

Percent of 
ResponsesResponses

American Indian or Alaska 
Native

Asian

Black or African American

Hispanic or Latino

Native Hawaiian or Other 
Pacific Islander

White

Total 113.8%100.0%757

55.6%48.9%370

.3%.3%2

13.4%11.8%89

8.3%7.3%55

34.7%30.5%231

1.5%1.3%10

Your race or ethnic group.

Note: '% of Respondents' column adds to more than 100% because students 
could check more than one item.

N

As a transfer 
from another 

institution
Regular 

admission
Early Action or 
Early Decision

Were you admitted to MIT: 6801.6%67.5%30.9%

Were you admitted to MIT:

NMaximumMedianPercentile 75Percentile 25MinimumMean

SAT Critical Reading

SAT Writing

SAT Mathematics

ACT Composite 191363334322132.5

581800780800740560765.7

523800720770680460716.4

564800730770680420719.4

Please tell us what your highest admission test scores were:

Business & Management

Engineering or Applied 
Sciences

Humanities or Arts

Biological Sciences

Physical Sciences or 
Mathematics 

Social Sciences

Other

Undecided

N

When you first started 
college, in what general 
field were you planning to 
major?

681

4.1%

.9%

1.3%

18.4%

13.7%

1.0%

57.7%

2.9%

When you first started college, in what general field were you 
planning to major?
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A

A-

B+

B

B-/C+

C or below

N

What is the average grade 
you have received during 
your college career?

679

.7%

9.3%

17.7%

23.1%

29.3%

19.9%

What is the average grade you have received 
during your college career?

Percent of 
Respondents

Percent of 
ResponsesResponses

No high school diploma

High school diploma or 
equivalent

Post-secondary school 
other than college

Some college or 
associate's degree

Bachelor's degree

Graduate or Professional 
degree

Unsure/Don't Know

Total

Mother(s)

100.7%100.0%675

.4%.4%3

40.9%40.6%274

28.5%28.3%191

14.6%14.5%98

3.0%3.0%20

10.7%10.7%72

2.5%2.5%17

What is the highest level of education completed by your parents or guardians? 
(First or Second parent selected as 'Mother')

Note: '% of Respondents' column may add to more than 100% because some students 
selected two mothers.

Percent of 
Respondents

Percent of 
ResponsesResponses

No high school diploma

High school diploma or 
equivalent

Post-secondary school 
other than college

Some college or 
associate's degree

Bachelor's degree

Graduate or Professional 
degree

Unsure/Don't Know

Total

Father(s)

100.5%100.0%657

.9%.9%6

55.7%55.4%364

21.1%21.0%138

9.2%9.1%60

1.4%1.4%9

9.0%9.0%59

3.2%3.2%21

What is the highest level of education completed by your parents or guardians? 
(First or Second parent selected as 'Father')

Note: '% of Respondents' column may add to more than 100% because some students 
selected two fathers.
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Neither

Mother only

Father only

Both

N

Did either of your parents 
attend the institution from 
which you will graduate 
this spring?

676

1.2%

4.9%

.3%

93.6%

Did either of your parents attend the institution 
from which you will graduate this spring?

Under $25,000

$25,000 to $49,999

$50,000 to $74,999

$75,000 to $99,999

$100,000 to $124,999

$125,000 to $149,999

$150,000 to $174,999

$175,000 to $199,999

$200,000 to $249,999

$250,000 to $499,999

$500,000 or above

N

What is your best estimate 
of the total annual before 
tax income from all 
sources of the parent, 
parents, and/or 
stepparents who helped 
pay for your 
undergraduate education?

632

3.6%

8.1%

7.8%

5.1%

5.1%

7.3%

13.1%

14.6%

10.8%

11.6%

13.1%

What is your best estimate of the total annual before tax 
income from all sources of the parent, parents, and/or 
stepparents who helped pay for your undergraduate 
education?
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QUESTIONS FOR MIT STUDENTS

NVery Well
More than 
AdequatelyAdequately

Less than 
AdequatelyVery Poorly

Select scholarly or 
professional information 
from a variety of sources

Make firm decisions and 
take action even if some 
of the facts about the best 
choice are not clear

Deliver on all elements of 
a difficult job or project 
you agreed to do within 
the accepted time frame

Step forward and take 
responsbility for a major 
activity when a new group 
cannot get started on it

Recognize when you 
should stop talking about 
improvements and focus 
on what can be fully 
implemented

Start a company 6687.6%7.9%26.9%40.9%16.6%

66927.1%32.0%33.6%6.0%1.3%

67030.6%33.1%29.7%5.7%.9%

67131.4%35.5%27.9%4.0%1.2%

67127.0%29.8%38.6%4.0%.6%

67327.3%32.1%36.1%4.2%.3%

Based on what you know now, how well do you think your undergraduate experience prepared you to:
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Deliver on all elements of a difficult job or project you agreed to do 
within the accepted time frame

Step forward and take responsbility for a major activity when a 
new group cannot get started on it

Select scholarly or professional information from a variety of 
sources

Recognize when you should stop talking about improvements and 
focus on what can be fully implemented

Make firm decisions and take action even if some of the facts 
about the best choice are not clear

Start a company

% More than Adequately or Very Well

706050403020100

Undergraduate experience prepared me to...
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Percent of 
Respondents

Percent of 
ResponsesResponses

learning about subject 
matter to complement a 
course I am taking

learning about subject 
matter for personal 
knowledge beyond 
materials covered in 
courses I take

reviewing materials from 
courses I've completed 
previously

planning my course of 
study/deciding what 
subjects to register for

preparing to teach a class 
or recitation section

furthering an 
extracurricular project or 
activity

other

I have not used the 
OpenCourseWare site

Total 262.8%100.0%1761

5.5%2.1%37

4.5%1.7%30

13.6%5.2%91

11.3%4.3%76

57.6%21.9%386

49.7%18.9%333

36.3%13.8%243

84.3%32.1%565

Which of the following best describe the ways that you have used the 
MIT OpenCourseWare site?

Note: '% of Respondents' column adds to more than 100% because students 
could check more than one item.

NNot awareVery important65432
Not important 

at all

Providing social and 
professional networking 
opportunities

Providing educational 
opportunities

Keeping alumni informed 
about MIT News

Providing access to tools 
such as email forwarding 
for life, online alumni 
directory

Providing social media 
connections

Providing opportunities to 
hear from MIT faculty and 
alumni experts

66424.8%13.0%14.0%18.5%16.7%6.5%2.6%3.9%

66326.1%11.8%9.4%19.2%15.8%7.7%4.1%6.0%

66619.2%37.7%15.2%14.3%8.1%2.1%1.2%2.3%

66322.3%11.0%10.0%17.2%22.2%7.4%5.3%4.7%

66427.3%14.5%11.1%15.4%16.1%7.2%3.8%4.7%

66617.0%30.0%11.4%16.8%12.5%3.8%3.9%4.7%

The following is a list of general programs and services provided by the Alumni Association.  Please rate how important each one is to you:
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Providing access to tools such as email forwarding for life, online 
alumni directory

Providing social and professional networking opportunities

Providing opportunities to hear from MIT faculty and alumni 
experts

Providing educational opportunities

Providing social media connections

Keeping alumni informed about MIT News

Mean

6543210

Importance of Alumni Association programs and services ('Not aware' counted as 
missing)
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NDid not useVery Satisfied
Generally 
Satisfied

Neither 
Satisfied nor 
Dissatisfied

Generally 
Dissatisfied

Very 
Dissatisfied

Biology Dept.

Chemistry Dept.

Math Dept.

Physics Dept.

3.091

Tutorial Services Room 
(TSR)

Academic Society (e.g., 
HKN, BUSA) at MIT

66288.4%2.4%5.0%2.4%1.7%.2%

66478.6%5.7%8.1%3.2%2.7%1.7%

66389.1%2.6%4.7%2.1%.8%.8%

66574.4%6.6%10.1%5.0%2.7%1.2%

66473.8%7.1%9.2%5.4%3.3%1.2%

66681.2%3.6%6.6%5.6%1.5%1.5%

66579.1%3.5%6.3%5.3%4.1%1.8%

Please indicate your level of satisfaction with tutoring from the sources listed below.  If you did not receive tutoring from a particular 
souces, please check 'Did not use'

MIT Office of the Provost, Institutional Research | 5/14/10 | Page 36



2010 Senior Survey -- Overall Frequencies

3.091

Physics Dept.

Tutorial Services Room (TSR)

Academic Society (e.g., HKN, BUSA) at MIT

Math Dept.

Chemistry Dept.

Biology Dept.

% Generally Satisfied or Very Satisfied

706050403020100

Satisfaction with tutoring ('Did not use' counted as missing)
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NNot at all
To a minimal 

extent
To a moderate 

extent

To a 
considerable 

extent
To a very 

great extent

Asking questions in class

Contributing to class 
discussions

Making class 
presentations

Working with other 
students on problems 
during class

Working with other 
students outside of class 
to prepare class 
assignments

Attending office hours held 
by a faculty member

Attending office hours held 
by a teaching assistant

Discussing grades or 
assignments with a faculty 
member

Discussing ideas from 
classes or assignments 
with a faculty member 
outside of class

Discussing ideas from 
classes or assignments 
with other students 
outside of class

6711.2%2.1%15.4%32.5%48.9%

6704.9%17.8%31.3%26.6%19.4%

6706.4%20.1%35.1%25.1%13.3%

6711.9%9.4%22.5%32.2%34.0%

6694.3%16.6%32.3%26.8%20.0%

6711.5%3.6%17.9%36.5%40.5%

6702.1%8.1%28.5%36.7%24.6%

6691.6%6.1%26.9%41.0%24.4%

6711.9%11.8%30.0%34.0%22.4%

6703.7%19.9%34.0%24.8%17.6%

Please indicate the extent to which you have been comfortable in the following aspects of the classroom 
environment at MIT:
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Discussing ideas from classes or assignments with other students 
outside of class

Working with other students outside of class to prepare class 
assignments

Attending office hours held by a teaching assistant

Making class presentations

Working with other students on problems during class

Contributing to class discussions

Attending office hours held by a faculty member

Discussing ideas from classes or assignments with a faculty 
member outside of class

Asking questions in class

Discussing grades or assignments with a faculty member

% To a Considerable Extent or To a Very Great 
Extent

100806040200

Comfortable with aspects of classroom environment
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NNot at all
To a minimal 

extent
To a moderate 

extent

To a 
considerable 

extent
To a very 

great extent

To what extent does your 
advisor know you well 
enough to write a letter of 
recommendation for you?

67614.3%25.7%24.4%21.2%14.3%

To what extent does your advisor know you well enough to write a letter of recommendation for you?

NNot at all
To a minimal 

extent
To a moderate 

extent

To a 
considerable 

extent
To a very 

great extent

Reflecting on the 
relationship with your 
advisor, to what extent 
would you consider 
him/her to be your 
mentor?

67724.5%30.0%23.6%12.7%9.2%

Reflecting on the relationship with your advisor, to what extent would you consider him/her to be your mentor?

NNoYes

Student Support Services

Office of Undergraduate 
Advising and Academic 
Programming

Office of Minority 
Education

Disability Services

MIT Medical

MIT Mental Health

Global Education and 
Career Development 
Center

66795.1%4.9%

66595.9%4.1%

66794.5%5.5%

66498.9%1.1%

66898.7%1.3%

66793.3%6.7%

66881.9%18.1%

In your discussions with your advisor, has your advisor 
referred you to any of the following campus resources:

NNoYes

Choosing courses

Academic difficulty

Graduate school

Career goals

Personal problems

Financing your education

Outside interests (e.g., 
hobbies)

Other 31394.9%5.1%

67084.0%16.0%

67195.4%4.6%

66690.8%9.2%

67161.7%38.3%

67156.8%43.2%

67172.4%27.6%

67251.3%48.7%

During this academic year, have you relied on your advisor 
for advice about the following topics:
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